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The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) STRONGLY SUPPORTS HB546 HD1, which 

would faciliate the S�W�D�W�H�ª�V���N�X�O�H�D�Q�D���W�R���‹�¿lelo Hawai �‹i by providing �‹Aha P�ónana Leo with 
�§�L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G�¨���P�H�P�E�H�U���V�W�D�W�X�V���R�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�ª�V���(�D�U�O�\���/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���%�R�D�U�G�����(�/�%��.  Because the 
perpetuation of �‹�¿lelo Hawai �‹i is so important to the evolving culture, health, and well-
being of Native Hawaiians, this measure may be crucial to ensuring the continued use and 
growth of �‹�¿lelo Hawai �‹i in Hawai �‹i and beyond. 

 
�‹Aha P�ónana Leo provides the ELB with a unique and highly-specialized 

perspective due to its predominant role in �‹�¿lelo Hawai �‹i early learning education.  
Although our state is constitutionally mandated �§to promote the study of Hawaiian 
culture, history, and language[,]� 1̈ and �‹�¿lelo Hawai �‹i has been an official state language 
since 1978,2 much remains to be done to ensure the re-normalization of the Hawaiian 
language, and �‹Aha P�ónana Leo remains the only statewide early learning system 
conducted in �‹�¿lelo Hawai �‹i immersion for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers.  Since the 
�L�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���(�/�%�ª�V���S�U�H�G�H�F�H�V�V�H�U�����W�K�H���(�D�U�O�\���/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���$�G�Y�L�V�R�U�\���%�R�D�U�G�����‹Aha P�ónana Leo 
has consistently served as �W�K�H���E�R�D�U�G�ª�V���§�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�L�D�Q���P�H�G�L�X�P���H�D�U�O�\���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J��
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U�V���¨3   

 
Unfortunately, the ELB seat historically filled by an �‹Aha P�ónana Leo representative 

is currently limited to two, 2 -year consecutive terms.4  Thus, this �§�+�D�Z�D�L�L�D�Q���P�H�G�L�X�P���H�D�U�O�\��
�O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U�¨ representative may not serve more than a maximum of four consecutive 
years.  These term limits create a significant challenge for �‹Aha P�ónana Leo to find a 
representative with the requisite experience and institutional knowledge to consistently fill 
this highly-specialized position, and has limited the ability of �‹Aha P�ónana Leo to establish 
the continuous presence necessary to effectively advocate for the importance and value of 
a Hawaiian medium early education.  Notably, this seat is currently empty and the ELB is 
suffering from the lack of �‹Aha P�ó�Q�D�Q�D���/�H�R�ª�V voice, which has otherwise consistently 

 
1 HAW. CONST. ART. X SEC. 4.  
2 HAW. CONST. ART. XV SEC. 4.  
3 The representative of Hawaiian medium early learning providers shall serve a two-year term. HRS §302L-
1.6(10).  
4 HRS §302L-1.6(10) sets a two-year term for the representative of Hawaiian medium early learning 
providers; HRS § 26-34(a) �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���W�K�D�W���§�>�Q�@o person shall be appointed consecutively to more than two 
terms as a member of the same board or commission�>���@�¨ 
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ensured that all ELB members understand and recognize the essential role of �‹�¿lelo 
Hawai�‹i medium programming in the development and education of Hawai�‹i�ªs growing 
keiki.   

 
OHA commends the tireless efforts of �‹Aha P�ónana Leo, which has always strived 

to ensure that �‹�¿lelo Hawai �‹i survives and thrives as a living language for future 
generations to come.  By providing �‹Aha P�ónana Leo with �D�Q���§�L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G�¨���Y�R�W�L�Q�J���P�H�P�E�H�U��
seat, without term limits , HB546 HD1 will ensure a consistent Hawaiian medium voice on 
the ELB, as well as help to fulfill the greater mission to perpetuate and normalize the 
state�ª�V official language of �©�Zlelo Hawai �‹i.   

 
The strength and endurance of �‹�¿lelo Hawai �‹i is intrinsically connected to the 

health and wellbeing of the Native Hawaiian people, and it is part of what makes Hawai�‹i 
an authentic, unique, and beautiful place for all our local keiki to enjoy, learn, and 
ultimately thrive.  We therefore urge the Committee to PASS HB546 HD1.  

 
E ola mau ka �‹�¿lelo Hawai �‹i!   
 
Mahalo nui for the opportunity to testify on this important issue.   
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HB 546 HD1 – RELATING TO EDUCATION 
 
Chair Nakashima, Vice Chair Matayoshi and members of the House Committee on 
Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs: 
 
�$�O�R�K�D���H���Q�—���D�O�D�N�D�‹�L���R���N�D���‹�D�K�D�‹�À�O�H�O�R���R���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���Q�H�L�� 
  
Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony on HB 546 HD1.  The University of 
Hawai‘i at Hilo (UH Hilo) supports the distinctive provisions of HB 546 HD1 relating to 
the representation of Hawaiian language medium education on early education.  UH 
�+�L�O�R���L�V���K�R�P�H���W�R���.�D���+�D�N�D���‹�8�O�D���R���.�H�‹�H�O�L�N�À�O�D�Q�L�����&�R�O�O�H�J�H���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�L�D�Q���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H, who has 
been leading efforts to revitalize the Hawaiian language while also serving as a model 
to national and international indigenous communities who also seek to revive their 
endangered languages.  �:�L�W�K���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���6�W�D�W�H���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H�����8�+ Hilo/Ka 
�+�D�N�D���‹�8�O�D���K�D�V���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���D���F�R�P�Slete baccalaureate through to PhD program that 
offers high quality education to develop capacity for Hawaiian medium education and 
the further advancement of Hawaiian and indigenous languages writ large.  
 
HB 546 is important legislation that needs to be passed. There is an extreme shortage 
of qualified individuals for all aspects of education through Hawaiian. This provision 
allows the state access to important contributions from the small pool of highly qualified 
individuals in this highly distinctive area of education of our state. Without this 
legislation, there is a danger that the state early education advisory board could have 
individuals without the necessary expertise to represent the interests of one of the most 
vulnerable populations in our schools – those attending schooling through Hawaiian in 
�D�F�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���8�6���S�R�O�L�F�\���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�Y�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�V���$�F�W���R�I������������  
 
Mahalo nui for the opportunity to submit testimony and support this bill. 
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TO: Representative Mark M. Nakashima, Chair 
 Representative Scot Z. Matayoshi, Vice Chair 
 House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 
  
FROM: Lauren Moriguchi, Director 
 Executive Office on Early Learning 
 
SUBJECT:  Measure:   H.B. No. 546 HD 1– RELATING TO EDUCATION 

 Hearing Date:   Wednesday February 24, 2021 
 Time:  2:00 p.m. 
 Location:  Videoconference 

 
Bill  Description:   Amends the composition of the early learning board to make a 
representative from Aha Punana Leo a standing member. Effective 7/1/2050 (HD1) 

 
 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE ON EARLY LEARNING ’S POSITION: Supports the Intent   
 
Good afternoon.  I am Lauren Moriguchi, Director of the Executive Office on Early Learning 
(EOEL).  EOEL supports the intent on H.B. No. 546 HD 1– relating to education.  
 
EOEL is statutorily responsible for the development of the State’s early childhood system that 
shall ensure a spectrum of high-quality development and learning opportunities for children 
throughout the state, from prenatal care until the time they enter kindergarten, with priority given 
to underserved or at-risk children. The Early Learning Board (ELB) was established as a 
governing board through Act 202, SLH 2017.  
 
ELB is responsible for directing the EOEL on how best to meet the developmental and 
educational needs of children, from prenatal care to entry into kindergarten; providing 
recommendations to EOEL on improving the quality, availability, and coordination of early learning 
programs; promoting collaboration across agencies and stakeholders serving young children; and 
appoint the EOEL director and evaluating the director on an annual basis. 
 
THE ELB provides crucial input, direction, and oversight necessary for EOEL to achieve the 
statutory responsibilities of the Office. Representatives on the board are reflective of the diversity 
of the early care and education field in Hawaii, providing unique and important input on how to 
best serve Hawaii’s families and young children. Hawaii is the only state in the United States that 
has designated a native language, Hawaiian, as one of its two official state languages. The 
end�X�U�D�Q�F�H���R�I���‹�¿�O�H�O�R���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���L�V���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���Z�H�O�O-being of Native Hawaiian people 
and as such, the representative seat for Hawaiian medium early learning providers is a critical 
member and advocate for the important values of a Hawaiian medium early education. 
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The Hawaiian medium early learning provider seat is limited to two consecutive, two-year teams 
according to current statute. Thus, the representative cannot serve more than 4 years before 
terming out. The sense of the Board is that the term limit as provided is a barrier to continuity of 
experienced representation that the amended bill would address. The consistency of 
representation is the issue upon which many Board members agree. At the same time, there are 
some on the ELB who would like to investigate the composition of the Board given current needs 
and whether the proposed solution of making an APL representative a standing member is the 
best one moving forward to address the current barrier. 

Thank you for your consideration, and for the opportunity to testify on this bill. I am happy to 
answer any questions you may have. 
 
 
 



HB-546-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 7:14:52 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Holeka Goro Inaba County of Hawai?i Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

    I support HB 546 which will �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�O�\���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���µ�$�K�D���3�c�©�Q�D�Q�D���/�H�R���D�V���D�Q���³�L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G�´��
voting member of the ELB not subject to term limits. We must do what we can to 
support the continued revival of �‹�c�¯�O�H�O�R���+�D�Z�D�L�‹i in our community and schools. Mahalo 
for your consideration. 

  

Holeka Inaba 

Hawai�‹i County Councilmember, District 8 (North Kona) 

  

 



HB-546-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 7:11:39 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Lehua Kaulukukui Puakalehua Early 
Learning Consortium 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

Please PASS HB546 HD1, which will help maintain the specialized Hawaiian-medium 
�Y�R�L�F�H���R�Q���W�K�H���(�D�U�O�\���/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���%�R�D�U�G�����E�\���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���$�K�D���3�X�Q�D�Q�D���/�H�R���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���³�L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G�´��
member status, not subject to term limits. The statewide Hawaiian language immersion 
opportunities furnished by Aha Punana Leo are key to providing our keiki with culturally 
enriched early education programming, and may be crucial to fulfilling the vision of 
revitalizing and normalizing the Hawaiian language as reflected in Article X, Section 4 of 
the state constitution. �7�K�H���W�H�U�P���O�L�P�L�W�V���L�P�S�R�V�H�G���R�Q���$�K�D���3�X�Q�D�Q�D���/�H�R�¶�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�O�\-filled 
�V�H�D�W���I�R�U���³�+�D�Z�D�L�L�D�Q���P�H�G�L�X�P���H�D�U�O�\���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U�V�´���K�D�Y�H���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���D���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H��
for this seat to remain continuously and consistently filled for such a small and 
specialized field. This bill will help better sustain the Hawaiian voice on the Early 
Learning Board, to promote the development of our keiki while also furthering the goal 
of perpetuating and normalizing the Hawaiian language for future generations to come. I 
respectfully urge you to pass HB546 HD1! Mahalo nui! 

Lehua Kaulukukui, 

Chair, Puakalehua Early Learning Consortium 
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HB 546, HD 1 �� RELATING TO EDUCATION.     STRONG  SUPPORT 

 
 
Aloha Chair Nakashima, Vice Chair Matayoshi, and Members of the Committee: 
 
We, ���ó�’�—�•�ƒ���ˆ�‘�”���–�Š�‡�����‘�£�‘�’�—�•�ƒ�á���ƒ���‰�”�‘�—�’���‘�ˆ���•�ó�’�—�•�ƒ��Hawaiian homestead farmers committed 
to the well-�„�‡�‹�•�‰���‘�ˆ�����ƒ�™�ƒ�‹�£�‹ for the next generations to come, are in  strong support of  
HB 546, HD 1. 
 
HB 546, HD 1 amends the composition of the Early Learning Board (ELB) to make a 
�”�‡�’�”�‡�•�‡�•�–�ƒ�–�‹�˜�‡���ˆ�”�‘�•���–�Š�‡���£���Š�ƒ�����ó�•�ƒ�•�ƒ�����‡�‘���ƒ���•�–�ƒ�•�†�‹�•�‰���•�‡�•�„�‡�”�ä�� This measure will better 
�‡�•�•�—�”�‡���–�Š�ƒ�–���–�Š�‡�����������Š�ƒ�•���…�‘�•�–�‹�•�—�‘�—�•���ƒ�•�†���…�‘�•�•�‹�•�–�‡�•�–���”�‡�’�”�‡�•�‡�•�–�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•���ˆ�”�‘�•���–�Š�‡���•�–�ƒ�–�‡�£�•��
predominant Hawaiian medium early learning provider�á���–�Š�‡���£���Š�ƒ�����ó�•�ƒ�•�ƒ�����‡�‘�ä�� Passing  
this measure will help maintain  the specialized Hawaiian medium voice on the ELB. 
 
We urge this  Committee to PASS HB 546, HD 1. Mahalo. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

���ƒ���•�ƒ�—���•�‡���‡�ƒ���‘���•�ƒ���š�¢�‹�•�ƒ��i ka pono! 
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